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China’s Internment Camps By: Hanna Kindness 

In 1945, one of the most infamous mass genocides began in Germany, the Holocaust, which 

whipped out two thirds of European Jews and contributed to a global war of mammoth propor-

tions. For decades after, the world studied the events that led to this horrible event, holding 

hope that we could prevent its kind from plaguing the earth again.  

However, less than a century later, something eerily similar is taking place, endorsed and even 

orchestrated by the Chinese government. In the last three years, internment camps have be-

gun appearing at an alarming rate 

in Xinjiang, a region of Western 

China. Recently, the camps became 

public to the world when construc-

tion of the camps were captured 

on satellite images, though only 28 

are confirmed out of a suspected 

hundreds of camps.  

Within the wired fencing of these 

“humane job training cen-

tres,” (according to the govern-

ment), an unknown number of Uighurs (ethnically turkic people from Northeast Asia who typi-

cally practice Islam) are starved, forced to perform physical labor, and beaten at random in 

“punishment rooms.” The goal of these camps is to erase the Uighan culture and replace it with 

the Han Chinese culture for a more unified and patriotic country. The two million members of 

these camps are kept from praying, shaved of all their hair, and forced to recite patriotic prais-

es of the government that is enslaving them.  

Somehow, there is another element to this horrible event: The Coronavirus. With the influenza 

mutation spreading through China like wildfire, many residents assumed the camps would be 

forced to close, since the horrible hygienic conditions are breeding grounds for the virus. How-

ever, others hypothesize the government will use the virus to its advantage, using it as an ex-

cuse for the increasing number of confirmed deaths from these extreme camps (currently 500 

plus).  
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Kimberly Syuardi is a senior in the IB Diploma Program. On Sunday mornings, she spends her time at the Indonesian Mus-

lim Arab American Association (IMAAM) Center in Silver Spring, Maryland. Kimberly explained the significance of the Cen-

ter, saying, “I went there all my life.” Here, for about three hours, she teaches beginner’s Arabic to kids between the ages 

of five to seven. She has been helping with the classes since her sophomore year. The classes focus on Arabic letters and 

how to read them together. It was in these classes that Kimberly first learned Arabic herself, so she was thrilled to contin-

ue the tradition of returning to teach youth. For Kimberly, helping her community in this way helps to keep her Muslim 

culture and language alive. As a youth leader, she acts as a role model for her younger students. Kimberly wants to show 

how being Muslim is an important part of her identity. The message she hopes to show the kids is that, “it's okay to be 

different and embrace your culture.” 

 Kimberly is using this ac-

tivity as her CAS project. 

Through this project, she has 

become more grateful for her 

culture, as helping the chil-

dren with their Arabic is a 

weekly reminder of her roots. 

She has developed the IB 

Learner Profile trait, reflexive, 

as she reflects upon her iden-

tity through her service pro-

ject. 

February Service Spotlight: Kim Syuardi by Sabrina Gleitz 

CAS Corner: Get Involved! 
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Coronavirus Outbreak By: Angeles Juarez  

P A G E  3  

The beginning of 2020 brought world wide panic when news of a new strain of Coronavirus broke. This strain 

of virus originated in Wuhan, China. Public health officials and partners are working hard to identify the origi-

nal animal source of the virus that causes COVID-19. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses, some caus-

ing illness in people and others that circulate among animals, including camels, cats and bats. Analysis of the 

genetic tree of this virus indicates it originated in bats, but whether the virus jumped directly from bats or 

whether there was an intermediary animal host is not, yet, known. SARS-CoV, another bat-origin coronavirus 

jumped to infect people via civets, while MERS-CoV, another bat-origin coronavirus jumped to people via 

camels.  While there are cases of the virus being reported worldwide, the people infected with the virus 

mostly reside in Asia.  

 According to the Center for Disease Control, the virus that causes COVID-19 is spreading from person-to-

person. Someone who is actively sick with COVID-19 can spread the illness to others. That is why CDC recom-

mends that these patients be isolated either in the hospital or at home until they are better and no longer 

pose a risk of infecting others.  How long someone is actively sick can vary so the decision on when to release 

someone from isolation is made on a case-by-case basis in consultation with doctors, infection prevention 

and control experts, and public health officials and involves considering specifics of each situation including 

disease severity, illness signs and symptoms, and results of laboratory testing for that patient.   

What is the Coronavirus? 

 A novel virus named after its crown-like spikes, visible while observed in a lab, as corona translates to 

crown. It is able to infect both humans and animals and causes a range of respiratory illnesses such as a com-

mon cold to SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome). It may be transmitted by contact with one’s hands 

to mucus membranes, eating contaminated food, is airborne, and there are more possibilities currently be-

ing studied. The virus is very strong and can be lethal to many if untreated. Although this virus is highly con-

tagious, the risk of it reaching our region is low. It is wise and recommended to practice common sanitary 

practices such as washing your hands, covering your mouth when you cough or sneeze, and staying home 

when ill.   For more information please visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
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 IB Artists of the Month: Henry Guckes by Camille Duplechain 

This month, The ScrIBe has decided to highlight one of its own! 

Henry Guckes discovered his interest in music in middle school, 

playing the trumpet. After giving it a fair shot, he started to learn 

the bass to, “try something new”. Taking the risk of changing 

instruments was well worth it for Guckes, as he has been playing 

the bass ever since. Guckes excels in his IB Music class, where 

students learn about music theory, techniques, and how to ap-

ply their skills to their own development as a musician. Guckes 

says his favorite type of music to play is orchestra as he, “enjoys 

the opportunity to work with other people.” The IB Music class 

collaborates to learn music pieces in large groups, and students often get the opportunity to work 

with each other in smaller groups to develop unique projects. Guckes not only flexes his creative 

muscle in IB Music; he also writes for this newsletter. The IB Program helps students develop their 

writing in all subjects. Guckes explains how IB has made him appreciate academic writing more as it 

has given him the ability to “prove something”. Guckes says he makes time for art everyday, de-

spite his IB workload, whether it’s practicing the bass or writing. 

 

 



P A G E  5  

 
Athlete of the Month: Will Redford by Madeline Vieson 

William Redford, a senior in the Diploma Program, began swimming at 

the age of 4. Once his mother saw him doing well in the neighbor-

hood’s summer swim team, she had him try out for the Naval Acade-

my Aquatic Club at 7. It took him a few years, but by 10 he had started 

to make good friends through swimming and began to love it.   

He now swims in the Senior Group at NAAC, practicing 6 days a week, 

2 to 3 hours a day, and the Annapolis High School varsity swim team, 

of which he is a captain. In 11 years of swimming, the hardest part has 

always been getting in the pool. Will says that the water is cold every 

time, and it never gets better. However, the best parts include going 

to meets with his friends and getting food after races, of which he 

swims short distances as a sprinter.  

Will’s greatest achievements as a swimmer include setting several records for the Annapolis team, as well 

as swimming in sections and in multiple finals for the Florida TYR championship meet. This past Saturday 

Will took part in 3 relays that broke team records, one of them being 9 years old.  

While much of his achievements can be attributed to his work as an individual, teamwork is still an essen-

tial part of the sport. On both of his teams, teammates always cheer on other swimmers, especially in im-

portant races. They also help each other with improving technique, dives, and more.  

Clearly, swimming is a large part of Will’s life. The demanding practice schedule makes procrastinating 

difficult, and as much as he wants to do it, he prioritizes schoolwork over his social life. He says that Pan-

ther hours is the only reason he has been able to balance IB and swimming.  

The IB program has improved Will as an athlete. Beyond the IB profile traits, of which balanced, and risk-

taker are his favorite, the classes have inspired him to use what he learns in his life. For example, he wrote 

his HL math internal assessment on the perfect start. 

As he nears the end of his high school career, Will is thankful for the opportunities he has been given and 

has earned. Both IB and swimming have shaped Will as a person and as a scholar, but he could not have 

done it without the help of his friends and teachers.  
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Spotlight on MYP: Alex Marek by Alex Marek  

Since I’ve written about so many of the amazing MYP students Personal Projects, 

this month I thought I would let you know about my own! For my IB personal 

project, I created my own dog sitting business, “Paws for a Cause”, where I 

learned the ins and outs of entrepreneurship. I donated 20% of the profits to the 

Annapolis SPCA.  

Summer was prime time for dog sitting since so many families were on vacation. 

I made business cards and advertised on social media to drum up business. I 

sent daily updates to the owners to let them know how their dog was doing and 

followed up with a thank you card. Soon, I had many repeat customers. I knew 

when the Personal Project was introduced that I wanted to make a positive impact on my community. After one 

year in business, I had grossed $3,000 which meant I had a $600 donation to give to the SPCA. Every dollar donat-

ed feeds one dog, five cats, or helps to pay for needed vaccinations. My best advice for ninth graders is to choose a 

project that you are passionate about. If you work on it over the summer, it will help you manage your time effec-

tively and you will end up with a project you are proud of. I plan to continue my business to keep helping animals 

in need! 

Get Involved: Table Top Gaming Club By: Avery Goodwin 

Tabletop Gaming Club meets on Wednesdays in Room 134 for all of Panther Hour. It is sponsored by Mr. 

Moul. The members of this club play the tabletop game, Dungeons and Dragons! For those that don’t 

know, DnD is similar to an open world video game, only not digital. Every action depends on the roll of 

the dice which means that you can do anything you want in order to complete the main quest. The cam-

paign is managed and described by the Dungeon Master who, in this club is Mr. Moul himself, He’s very 

good at Dungeon Mastering. 

In the club, the map is a program played on the Smartboard and is controlled by the Dungeon Master, 

along with character icons. Speaking of icons, each player has their own icons that fit them and repre-

sent their locations. To play, each member needs a character sheet to organize their inventory and skills, 

some dice that affect their actions, and some creativity to solve problems. If you’re a fan of fantasy and 

roleplaying, this club is right for you. You can have a smaller party to play with, inside of the club. 



 

Navigating the IB Diploma Program  

by Mete Gorgulu and Joey Loiacono and Cat Gibney 

         Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

Theory of Knowledge, or TOK, is also a two-semester required class for all IB students, where the first 

semester is taken in the second half of junior year and the second semester is completed in the first 

half of senior year. TOK involves studying Areas of Knowledge and Ways of Knowing to develop and 

understanding of how we come to acquire knowledge. The two major aspects of TOK are the TOK 

presentation and the TOK Essay. The presentation is the focus of the second semester of Junior year. 

Then, in the first semester of Senior year, the attention shifts to the TOK Essay which can even score 

you bonus points towards your overall IB score in combination with your Extended Essay score.  

The TOK teacher Mr. Cizek, stated when asked about the class content, “I try to focus on knowledge 

that might not be addressed in other classes, such as Ethics and The Arts, but students incorporate 

some of their favorite topics into their work.” In TOK, students can also further their philosophical 

views on each subject by having class wide discussions that help to give students a better creative out-

let to express and/or debate certain topics. They also give students the chance to go in depth on 

realms of learning that they hadn’t been able to before, due to stricter curriculum. By giving students 

class surveys and studying those areas of knowledge voted on by the class, it creates a unique and stu-

dent-controlled learning experience and is more personal than other IBDP classes in that regard.  

Additionally, Mr. Cizek stated that in college this class is very beneficial because, “previous students 

will tell [him] that the meta-cognition used in TOK will go on to enhance their critical thinking and 

writing skills in college.”  Notes in TOK open a wide variety of vocabulary for students to learn and 

memorize, which not only helps them with the class, but enables them to learn how to take efficient 

and effective notes for college. This class aims at opening one’s mind to new perspectives to be able to 

think more critically and explain why things are the way they are today. 

 

   



 

 

Mr. Francis, the IB Music Teacher, and Music Depart-

ment Chair, has been teaching IB Music for 5 years. 

However, Mr. Francis has been teaching music classes 

at AHS for ten years, long before he became a part of 

the IB program. Thus, he has experience with teaching 

music classes and experience with teaching IB Music. 

Currently, he teaches IB Music 1 and 2, as well as two 

orchestra classes. In the absence of a band teacher, he 

is teaching honors band, showing his flexibility as a 

teacher.  

Mr. Francis says he enjoys “the wide array of topics 

that we get to focus on within IB music and how each topic directly contributes to becoming a 

well-rounded consumer of music”. Mr. Francis is able to devote more time to help individual stu-

dents due to relatively small class sizes. In addition to tutoring, he helps students choose the 

pieces they perform for the recitals that occur every six months in the class.  

Outside of class and being the music department chair, Mr. Francis oversees the Jazz Band Club, 

which meets every Monday. He teaches different concepts that musicians use while performing, 

in addition to selecting what the band plays, directing it, and organizing field trips. Besides work-

ing at AHS, Mr. Francis also plays music professionally. As a non-musical talent, he also plays 

baseball frequently. 

 Teacher of the Month: Mr. Francis by Henry Guckes  



COLLEGE CORNER:  BY HANNAH KELLEY 

 

         The University of California, Santa Barbara 

The University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) is located on cliffs overlooking the Pacific Ocean. The year-

round warm weather and ocean and mountain views makes this campus unique. The school was founded in 

1909, and traces back to the Anna Blake School which specialized in home economics and industrial arts.  

UC Santa Barbara is a research university with 10 national research centers. The college is split into five 

schools and offers 87 undergraduate degrees and 55 graduate degrees. The most popular majors are Social 

Sciences, Biomedical Sciences, Psychology, and Mathematics and Statistics. Its total enrollment is 24,346 stu-

dents. The acceptance rate is 32.8% and tuition is $43,000 out of state. The average GPA is 4.08 which makes 

UCSB a more competitive school. The average SAT scores are between 600-680 for Reading and Writing, and 

590-720 for Math. The typical ACT scores were 28-33. They accept all credits from the International Bacca-

laureate (IB) Credits and Advanced Placement (AP) credits.  

The Gauchos are UCSB’s mascot, which 

is a South American Cowboy. There are 

ten men’s and nine women’s varsity 

sports that are in the NCAA Division 1 

intercollegiate sports. UCSB competes 

in the Big West Conference. Their best-

known sports are men’s swimming and 

men’s soccer. There are a variety of 

club sports to choose from such as la-

crosse, sailing, rugby, and rowing. The rowing team even produced an Olympic medalist. Members of the 

Santa Barbara community prioritize an active lifestyle. Students, faculty and staff can be seen surfing, hiking, 

running, kayaking and biking.  

The Greek life makes up over 10% of the student body which forms close friendships with fellow fraternity 

and sorority members. In addition to the vibrant campus life, the town of Isla Vista is a laid-back college 

town next door, which has many restaurants and off campus housing options. University of California, Santa 

Barbara has it all: great academics, a thriving social life, and a stunning coastal campus.  


